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should take a very long time, say, half a century ? The example
of Yugoslavia comes readily to mind. Once it was accepted in that
country that the yields could be raised very high and very rapidly,
maximum attention was paid not towards heavy investments in
irrigation facilities or such other soil conservation measures de-
signed to change nature, but in re-directing the effort towards the
concentrated application of a given sample of technique. It \\as
found that the yields could be raised in a matter of two to three
years from 10 to 35-40 quintals per hectare. Between 1956-60
new techniques were applied to 40 per cent of the total area under
cultivation and led to yields which were as high as those prevalent
in Denmark and the Netherlands, the twro countries with perhaps
the most intensive agriculture in Europe.
What does this mean? It simply shows that if it is accepted in
principle that yields can be raised very rapidly then it is possible
to direct the entire intellectual and administrative resources
of the economy towards devising and carrying out the detailed
solutions necessary for attaining expansion. But it is essential that
the mental framework at the top-levels of the planning bodies has
to be radically altered. Nor does the acceptance of such a possi-
bility involve any serious increases in investments in agriculture.
It does, however, necessitate a fundamental redirection of the given
investment in agriculture—away from expensive and long-matur-
ing investments to a concentration on the faster maturing and less
expensive techniques.
If agricultural output can be raised rapidly its advantages for
attaining a fast rate of economic growth are obvious. By aug-
menting the supplies of essential consumer goods it makes it possi-
ble to undertake a very rapid programme of investments in other
fields without the danger of serious inflationary pressures. With
incomes rising rapidly the whole task, now considered almost
impossible, of raising investments from a very low level to a high
one becomes a relatively simple»proposition.
Industrial Expansion
In many pre-industrial countries the growth of industries has
been fairly rapid in the post-war period. But modem industries
by and large form such a small proportion of total income in

